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Welcome to the year ahead

Welcome 

Meet the Teacher – Year 5



Holmer Green Junior School  

Inspire • Enable • Achieve

Meet the Team

Mr Lacey
Larch Class

Mrs Graham
Beech Class

Miss Thelwell
Beech Class
(trainee teacher)
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Meet the Team

Mr Swaffer Miss Keating

Miss McInness

Mr Chitsa

Mrs Jackson

Miss Hawkins
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Our Class
• We follow the golden rules 
• LET'S GO expectations 
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Class Timetables:
Beech

Beech class will be taught by Mrs Graham and Miss 
Thelwell. 
Tuesday afternoons will be taught by Mr Chitsa.
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Class Timetables:
Larch

Larch class will be taught by Mr Lacey. 
Tuesday afternoons will be taught by Mrs Jackson.
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Homework at HGJS

READ  

At least 15 minutes of 
reading every day.

Preferably with, or 
supported by, an adult.

Record reading daily in 
the Reading Journal.

Anyone can read, 
anytime, anywhere.

RECALL

Spelling and Maths support 
classroom learning.

Activities are designed for 2–3 
times a week — not every 
day.

8 weekly spellings are set and 
tested in school on Friday.

EXPLORE

Optional activities across 
the wider curriculum.

Designed to develop 
useful skills and curiosity.

Strongly encouraged, but 
not compulsory.

Examples include 
cooking, art, physical 
activity etc…

The purpose: reinforce learning, develop positive learning habits and prepare pupils for 
their next stage of schooling.
We want homework and reading to be positive, enjoyable experiences, so our approach is 
encouragement and support, not pressure or punishment.
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What we expect from pupils, parents and teachers:

PUPILS

Complete homework 
independently where 
appropriate.

Read for at least 15 
minutes each day.

Practise spellings 
regularly and prepare 
for Friday's test.

Engage positively with 
recall and exploration 
activities.

PARENTS / CARERS

Support and encourage 
homework.

Listen to / share reading 
where possible.

Record reading daily in 
the Reading Journal.

Check in with spelling 
practice and progress.

Contact school if 
additional support is 
needed.

TEACHERS

Link homework closely to 
class learning.

Match activities to pupils' 
needs.

Monitor, acknowledge 
and give feedback where 
necessary.

Track reading, spelling 
and Maths performance.

Refer to Homework Club 
where extra support is 
needed.

Homework should be manageable for teachers and realistic for families.
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Communication
• If you have any problems or concerns, however minor, please come 

and speak to us! We will be outside after school most days, so feel free 
to speak to us then – ideally not on a Wednesday (staff meeting)

• Alternatively, please use the reading journals or email the office for 
any communication

• If you would like to arrange a sit down meeting with your child's class 
teacher, please email the office and Mr Lacey or Mrs Graham will get 
in touch with you to set a mutual date and time.

• You will be emailed if your child receives a yellow or amber card. If 
your child receives a red card, then you will be invited in to meet with 
Mr. Cusdin and Mrs Graham.
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Routines & Practical Information
• Library is on a Monday 

• Register closes at 9:05am.

• Hot dinners must be ordered termly from the office.

• PE days – Wednesday and Thursday, Only Wednesday once swimming 
commences on 23rd September

• Children should bring the following daily:
▪ Water bottle
▪ Reading book
▪ Pupil planner
▪ Pencil case and whiteboard
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Supporting Your Child
• Reading together and recording in the reading 

record
• Encouraging independence with homework
• Organisation of resources and equipment
• Building resilience by encouraging attendance and 

participation in school activities
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Wellbeing & Safeguarding
• Pastoral support – Mrs Jackson
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Key Dates
• Swimming – Starting 23rd September, Every Wednesday

• Woodrow Presentation – Thursday 24th September, 5pm

• Woodrow Dates – Wednesday 20th to Friday 22nd January

• Parents' Evening – 19th and 24th November

• Other trips upcoming – TBC we intend on having a history 
workshop, visiting the living rainforest and going to the 
cinema!



Holmer Green Junior School  

Inspire • Enable • Achieve

Thank you, we look forward to working with you and your 
children this year!

Any questions?

Office email: office@hgjs.co.uk
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