
MISS HARRINGTON (CHERRY): 

ASSISTANT HEADTEACHER (TEACHING 
AND LEARNING) AND ENGLISH LEAD

MR WALTERS (WILLOW):
MFL AND COMPUTING LEAD, PE 
SUPPORT



Meet the team!
Miss McMillan

Teaching 

Tu, W, Th, F 

afternoon

Mr Chitsa

Teaching Maths 

and English 

groups and on a 

Th afternoon

Mr Swaffer and Miss Keating

Support assistants: Willow Class

Miss Harrison

Support 

assistant: Cherry 

Class



Equipment

 Children will need one named  pencil case containing essential school items 
such as:

❑ Pens (blue handwriting pens only and no biros)

❑ Pencils

❑ Ruler

❑ Rubber

❑ Whiteboard pen, whiteboard & whiteboard rubber

❑ Glue stick

❑ Scissors

❑ Colouring pencils – please avoid Sharpies, highlighters and gel pens

 Children can buy stationery items from the school  stationery shop .



Holmer Green Junior School  

Inspire • Enable • Achieve

Homework at HGJS

READ  

At least 15 minutes of 
reading every day.

Preferably with, or 
supported by, an adult.

Record reading daily in 
the Reading Journal.

Anyone can read, 
anytime, anywhere.

RECALL

Spelling and Maths
support classroom 
learning.

Activities are designed 
for 2–3 times a week —
not every day.

8 weekly spellings are 
set and tested in school 
on Friday.

EXPLORE

Optional activities across 
the wider curriculum.

Designed to develop 
useful skills and curiosity.

Strongly encouraged, but 
not compulsory.

Examples include cooking, 
art, physical activity etc…

The purpose: reinforce learning, develop positive learning habits and prepare pupils 

for their next stage of schooling.

We want homework and reading to be positive, enjoyable experiences, so our 

approach is encouragement and support, not pressure or punishment.



Holmer Green Junior School  

Inspire • Enable • Achieve

What we expect from pupils, parents and teachers:

PUPILS

Complete homework 
independently where 
appropriate.

Read for at least 15 
minutes each day.

Practise spellings regularly 
and prepare for Friday's 
test.

Engage positively with 
recall and exploration 
activities.

PARENTS / CARERS

Support and encourage 
homework.

Listen to / share reading 
where possible.

Record reading daily in the 
Reading Journal.

Check in with spelling 
practice and progress.

Contact school if additional 
support is needed.

TEACHERS

Link homework closely to 
class learning.

Match activities to pupils' 
needs.

Monitor, acknowledge and 
give feedback where 
necessary.

Track reading, spelling and 
Maths performance.

Refer to Homework Club 
where extra support is 
needed.

Homework should be manageable for teachers and realistic for families.
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Homework at HGJS



Recommended reading list

 Children should read a wide 
range of materials , including 
magazines, newspapers, 
non- fiction, fiction and poetry 
texts.

 A recommended reading 
list for Year 6 , organised by 
genre, can  be found on  the 
school website.

 We now have a stock of 
these books in our 
classroom libraries so 
please encourage children 
to borrow books from 
school as needed.



Spelling homework

By the end of Year 6, children are expected 

to be able to spell most of their Year 3/4 

tricky words and most of their Year 5/6 tricky 

words.

Any additional practice of these words 

would be beneficial!



Supporting at home

 Curriculum maps are available on the school website, detailing 

objectives that will be covered in each subject each term



Communication

 Please ensure your child has their reading record  in school 
everyday .

 Please check your child’s reading record at least once a 
week and sign  at the bottom of the page to let us know that 
any messages have been read.

 If you have any messages  for us, please let us know by 
writing them in your child’s reading record.  This will be our 
main form of communication  between home and school.

 We will check and sign reading records at least weekly and 
children are encouraged to show us their planner during 
registration if it contains a note.



Handwriting

 We use the handwriting programme ‘Letter-Join’ in school.

 To be age related, children should be consistently joining their 

handwriting and maintaining legibility.

 If you would like your child to practise their handwriting at home, you 

can access using a desktop computer or an iPad or tablet.

 A letter about this has been sent home.



P.E. kits

 Cherry  and Willow Class  will have PE on a 
Wednesday (outdoor) and Thursday (indoor) .

 This half term children will be learning tag rugby 
and gymnastics .

 Please ensure they wear their school P.E. kit into 
school on these days.

 If they are unable to do P.E. for any reason, please 
let us know.



Library

 Willow Class will visit the library every Thursday.

 Cherry Class will visit the library every Friday.

 It will also be open every lunchtime. 



Important dates

 w/b Monday 9th November: Y6 testing

 Thursday 19th November: Parents evening (4-7pm)

 Tuesday 24th November: Parents evening (4-7pm)

 Monday 23rd November: Kings and Queens workshop

 Week beginning 30th November: Travelling book fair.

 Tuesday 8th December: Christmas carol concert Y5-6

 Week beginning 18th January: Y6 testing

 Week beginning 1st March: Y6 testing

 Week beginning 10th May: Year 6 SATS week

 Week beginning 21st June: PGL residential (Green Park, Aston 
Clinton)



Contact us!

 If you have any problems or 
concerns, however minor,  
please come and speak to us!

 We will be outside after school 
most days, so feel free to speak 
to us then – ideally not on a 
Wednesday (staff meeting)

 Otherwise make an  
appointment  to see one of us 
through the school office .



Any 
questions?
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