16 July 2021
Dear parents/ carers,
I am sorry that I have had to close a bubble this week and the impact and worry that this has caused in the
community but your understanding has been greatly appreciated. This is my last newsletter of the year.
There is a message below from Sarah Hammond, our Chair of Governors, on behalf of the governing body.
This recognises all that you do but I also wished to express the thanks of myself and the staff for your
support this year. Our successes are built on the partnerships we forge with you for the benefit of the
children and this year, more than at any other time, these links have been key. Thank you.
Star of the week
With our value of ambition we have been celebrating those children who have worked on their own
personal goals. We know the importance of working hard and I know that you will have seen your child’s
reflection on the challenges they wish to achieve next year. Congratulations to the following children for
their efforts.
Elm:
Sephie Halle-Smith
Beech:
Max Fisher
Oak:

Zack Jones

Larch:

Lev Owen

Lime:

Sammy Hall

Laurel:

Angelica Harker

Pine:

Austin Fender

Spruce:

Gwen Wood

Walnut:

Eva Teja

Message of thanks from the Governing Body
It seems so long ago now but back in September 2020 we were hopeful for a return to normality and looked
forward to having the opportunity to welcome new members of staff, returning to face to face meetings and
teaching in school. Unfortunately, it wasn't quite as straight forward as we hoped; cleaning regimes
continued, social distancing remained along with staggered starts, one-way systems and bubbles became
the new normal for many. This was followed by regular testing for all members of staff, a greater emphasis
on on-line teaching and lessons, and classrooms were created in all our homes.
We saw a return to school at the end of the Spring Term and still different learning regimes. Some of our
staff had only met on-line and had had no opportunity to meet face to face with colleagues, the bubbles and
restrictions remained in place, whilst the pupils demonstrated their resilience and determination.
At the time of writing, 480 days have passed since the start of lockdown and hopefully the end is in
sight. In what has been an unprecedented year for the world, I am sure you would like to join all of the
Governors in expressing our sincere thanks to all of the staff at Holmer Green Junior School for their hard
work, the care and dedication and support that has been shown to all of the pupils at the school, not only in
terms of their learning this year but also in helping our pupils remain safe and well. We are incredibly lucky
to have such a wonderful team of staff at the school.
In addition to all of the hard work of Miss Campbell and her team, we would also like to thank you, our
parent body, for the support and understanding that you have shown to the staff and the school, the
support given to your children with home learning and adhering to the restrictions we have had no choice
but to impose.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our Year 6 pupils well, in their new schools in September,
and to the whole school community we wish you both a relaxing and safe summer holiday.
Sarah Hammond
Chair of Governors
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Reports
Thank you to those parents who have completed the form to confirm receipt of your child’s report. Your
comments have been greatly appreciated. If you have not yet done this, please would you use the following
link https://forms.office.com/r/Vev0f0hm2N before the end of term. If you wish to discuss your child’s report
further, please contact the school office to make an appointment.
Olympic event
Mr Walters sent out information about the Olympic event yesterday and it is good to see that we will be
welcoming you next Monday. If you have not yet booked your tickets and you would like to attend, please
click on the link to the Parents’ Evening System https://hgjs.schoolcloud.co.uk/ and log in. If you have any
technical difficulties, please contact the school office before 2.30pm today. Please note, there are only two
tickets per family and preschool children are not able to attend.
Stationery
If you would like to purchase any stationery items to restock pencil cases over the summer holidays then
please return a completed stationery order form into school via office@hgjs.co.uk. Money for the items
should be sent into school with your child in a named envelope and we will then send these items back
home to you with your child. Stationery can still be purchased from class teachers each day for use in
school now if needed.
Second-hand uniform
We still have a lot of second-hand uniform looking for new homes. If you would like any items in readiness
for the next academic year then please let the school office know what you require. Uniform can be sent
home with your child or kept in the office for you to collect. All items are £1.50 each. We will also have a
second hand uniform available to purchase after the Olympic event on Monday 19th July.
Next year’s arrangements
Further to my newsletter last week, I wish to clarify that, following the updated guidance from the
government, there will be no bubbles or staggered start and end times at the start of next term. School will
open from 8.30am with all children expected to be here by 8.50am and we will return to a finish time of
3.25pm. We will continue to follow the guidance with regards to control measures
1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone. 2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes. 3. Keep occupied spaces
well ventilated. 4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of
COVID-19. I will send an email out before the final return to school to confirm final arrangements just in
case something changes.
Covid-19 Symptoms
We would like to remind all parents and carers of the following information in order to prevent the spread of
Coronavirus and protect others.
If you have the following symptoms of coronavirus infection (COVID-19), even if they are mild:
New continuous cough
Loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal
And / or
Temperature of over 37.8
You must get a PCR test and ALL members of the family should stay at home
If you test positive, your self-isolation period includes the day your symptoms started (or the day you had
the test if you do not have symptoms) and the next 10 full days.
·
You do not need to call NHS 111 if the symptoms are mild
·
If you have serious symptoms and you cannot manage at home you should use NHS 111 online
·
If you have not got better after 10 days and have not already sought medical advice, use NHS111
online before leaving home or letting visitors in.
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·

The cough may persist for several weeks in some people, despite the coronavirus infection having
cleared. A persistent cough alone does not mean someone must continue to stay at home for more
than 10 days.

JSA
The end is neigh!
So a challenging year but we are nearly there! It would be fantastic to see as many of you as possible at
Music On The Common this Saturday 12-5pm. Thank you everyone that has handed back your raffle
tickets – if you haven’t yet then you can buy some on Saturday. There will be lots to enjoy including; beat
the goalie, face painting, nail painting, chocolate tombola & bottle tombola. We look forward to seeing you
there.
Thank you those that helped at the Disco last week especially Miss Campbell and the teachers who made it
happen. The kids had a great time.
We look forward to seeing you all in September and welcoming new members to the JSA.
See you Saturday.

Your JSA Team.
Kind regards
Rebecca Campbell
Headteacher
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