10 December 2021
Dear parents/ carers,
Thank you to all those families who supported Christmas by the Common last Sunday. It was lovely to see
so many of you there supporting our community and helping to raise funds for the school. I would like to
say particular thanks to the JSA committee who gave so much of their time to make the event such a
success as well as to the many staff from HGJS who also helped.
Star of the week
Our stars of the week this week are children who recognise the importance of including others within our
community. Well done to the following children.
Elm: Danny Henton
Pine:
Charlie Tuffney
Maple:
Alex Houghton
Oak:

Penny Grayley

Lime: Ava Forsyth

Beech:

Ben Lewington

Cherry:

Dexter Smith

Larch:

Alyssa Reynolds

Willow:

Kale Burns

Community
To support our value of community, our citizenship programme this month is asking children to be informed
about the world around them. There is much of importance happening in the world and I hope you have
had an opportunity to talk with your child about current news and issues affecting us all. In next week’s
assemblies, children will be asked to write their own reflections in their planners. Please help your child in
their reflections over this weekend. Thank you for your support.
Carols by Starlight
Following the government announcement this week, we have reviewed our risk assessment and have
made the decision to go ahead with our Carols by Starlight event next Tuesday evening. This decision is
subject to final consideration on the day itself. If, for example, a positive case of the omicron variant were to
be identified within the community, the event would be cancelled.
The following mitigation measures will be in place.
-Children will come in through different entrances and be kept separate throughout the performance.
-Year 3 and Year 4 children should arrive at 6.40pm. Year 3 will go in through the playground side gate and
Year 4 through the main entrance.
-Year 5 and Year 6 children should arrive at 6.50pm. Year 5 will go in through the main entrance and Year
6 through the left hand side gate around the back of the school. Staff will be available to direct children.
-Adults with electronic tickets will be able to go through the playground side gate from 6.50pm.
-Adults will only be able to attend if they
- are wearing a face mask fully over their nose and mouth (unless medically exempt),
- do not have a temperature, loss of taste or smell or a new continuous cough
- have taken a lateral flow test that day that is negative (unless having tested positive in the last 90
days).
-If you have not booked tickets, you will not be allowed onto the playground so please ensure you have
visited https://hgjs.schoolcloud.co.uk/ before the event. There are two tickets per family. Other children do
count towards this limit so please do not come with two adults and expect to have a younger child also let
in.
-Parents must maintain social distancing from other families as much as possible, spreading out on the
Lower School playground and area under the lime trees.
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-Pupils will not be available for collection until all the year groups have performed. All year groups apart
from Year 6 will leave through their usual exits (Year 3 from the Lower School playground, Year 4 from the
side door, Year 5 from the main door). Year 6 will leave through the car park side gate. Adults collecting
children are asked to stand in year group clusters rather than mingling together where possible.
Pupils will need to wear a warm coat, hat, gloves and scarf, on top of their school uniform. To help keep
adults at the event warm, the JSA have kindly agreed to provide refreshments (hot drinks, mulled wine and
mince pies).
Christmas party day
Next Friday will be a Christmas party day in school. Children are asked to come into school in a Christmas
party outfit and each year group will have time in the hall to eat together. Due to COVID, the JSA will not be
providing food but there will be crackers, party poppers, reindeer antlers, a cupcake and a small bottle of
squash for each child. We also hope to have a special visitor attend.
Elf home needed
Lots of children have been guessing the name of our resident elf. If your child is still to choose a name or if
they would like another go then please send them into school with £1 next week.
COVID-19 update
Our COVID numbers have begun to rise again this week and we once again have cases in all year groups.
I continue to ask for your help in limiting the potential spread of infection by doing a lateral flow test if your
child presents with potential secondary symptoms such as headaches, a runny nose, sore throat,
diarrhoea, nausea or vomiting.
If your child has the following symptoms of coronavirus infection (COVID-19), even if they are mild:
New continuous cough
Loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal
And / or
Temperature of over 37.8
You must get a PCR test and you should stay at home but close contacts do not need to isolate if
they are under the age of 18 years and 6 months or are fully vaccinated.
Given that we still have a number of cases in school, we are continuing to ask that children who are
awaiting the results of a PCR test stay at home until the result is confirmed. Thank you for your support.
Please note, if you test positive, your self-isolation period includes the day your symptoms started (or the
day you had the test if you do not have symptoms) and the next 10 full days.
JSA
Thank you everyone that supported us for Christmas by the Common, either by buying raffle tickets,
attending the event or helping at the event. Whatever your contribution it was greatly received. The children
had a great time especially visiting Father Christmas in The Grotto. We are still working through the money
and will let you know how much was raised. All winners from the raffle have been contacted and it was
lovely to see another family from the school won the iPad.
Carols by Starlight
We will be serving hot drinks, mulled wine and mince pies to keep you warm while you enjoy the singing.
Don't forget your money - we can also take card payments.
Your JSA Team
Kind regards
Rebecca Campbell
Headteacher
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KEY DATES

DECEMBER VALUE: COMMUNITY
M 13/12

CITIZENSHIP: BE INFORMED ABOUT THE WORLD AROUND US
M 03/01

T 14/12

7.00pm Carol service

T 04/01

INSET day

W 15/12

Last day of hotdogs

W 05/01

Pupils return. First day of Spring term

T 16/12

F 17/12

T 06/01

Christmas jumper day
Last day of term

F 07/01
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