YEAR 5
Summer Term
AMAZON EXPLORERS

Useful information:
Welcome:
Our themed curriculum topic this term is
‘Amazon Explorers’. The children will be
learning about this through a range of
topics and subject areas. Our themed
curriculum covers the History, Geography
and Art aspects of the National
Curriculum with a focus on key English
and Maths skills. The theme of ‘Amazon
Explorers’ will focus on developing
children’s understanding of the history
and geography of South America.
Children will also have the opportunity to
explore the art and music of the area.
Subjects including Science, Computing, DT,
RE, PSHCE, Music and PE will continue to
be taught independently, although crosscurricular links will be made.
Our themed curriculum ensures that
children are taught the key skills and
knowledge from the National
Curriculum. In addition, it provides
opportunities for pupils to ask questions
about what they would like to know,
enabling greater engagement in the
curriculum and opportunities to stretch
and enthuse our children.
The children will have access to the iPads
and the computer suite during the week
to share their learning on Seesaw so
make sure that you check their learning
journal to see what we have been
working on each week.

PE:
All classes have PE on a Monday. They will
have one lesson of cricket or tennis and
one lesson of athletics.
On their PE day, children should come into
school wearing a tracksuit, white T-shirt
with the school logo, green shorts and
trainers. If your child wears earrings, they
will be expected to remove them for PE. If
they are unable to do this, they should
have them covered in micropore tape
before they come into school.

Homework:
Our core homework is for children to
practise their reading, times tables and
spellings on a regular basis. Practice of
these key skills should be recorded in your
child’s planner.
Homework is uploaded to Seesaw on a
Friday. Children in Year 5 should upload
their homework to Seesaw by Tuesday.
They will have a piece of Maths and a piece
of English each week. They should spend no
longer than half an hour on each piece of
homework.
Spellings will also be uploaded on a Friday
and tested the following Friday. These
spellings should be practised for 10 minutes
Reading:
every day. Photos or examples of daily
Reading is a key skill that we want all
children to develop. Please read with your practice should be shared on Seesaw on
the spelling activity template and
children regularly and record this in their
planner. It is important that fluent readers submitted by Thursday. This practice
should consist of some rote learning
have the chance to read and talk about
activities (practising the spellings multiple
books with an adult. Please ask questions
that check whether your child understands times) and some work on learning the
meaning of the words such as writing them
what they have read.
in sentences.
Communication:
If you have anything that you wish to talk to us about, please contact the school office if
you would like to make an appointment.

Theme: Amazon Explorers
Learning Overview:
By the end of the unit, the children will be able to:
 Identify the location of and countries within South America.
 Identify physical features of South America such as rivers, rainforest
and mountains
 Understand about weather patterns around the world and climate
zones with a focus on tropical rainforests.
 Know about the physical features of rivers.
 Explain how rivers erode, transport and deposit materials.
 Compare the physical features and formation of the Thames and the
Amazon river.
 Make comparisons between aspects of periods of history and the
present day in South America.

Possible Educational Visits:
The British Museum (this includes exhibitions on the Incas and other Native
Indian peoples)
London Zoo (looking at animal adaptations)
The Living Rainforest in Berkshire

Things to do at home:
 See how many products the children can find around the
supermarket or at home that carry the frog logo. Any product
that carries this logo is Rainforest Alliance certified.
 Watch the ‘Jungles’ episode of David Attenborough’s ‘Our Planet’ and
‘Planet Earth II’.
 The Horrible Histories titles: ‘Bloomin’ Rainforests’ and ‘Incredible Incas’
would be great books to read at home.

Useful Websites:
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/kids
https://livingrainforest.org/
https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/rainforest/275197
https://www.booksfortopics.com/rainforests

English
Learning Overview:







Discussion Texts
Take one book – Wonder by RJ Palacio
Biographies
Non-chronological reports
Science Fiction stories
Poetry from different cultures

Books to share and enjoy:
Journey to the River Sea – Eva Ibbotson
Bloomin’ Rainforests – Horrible Geography
Non- fiction rainforest animal and plant books
Anthologies of poetry

Things to do at home:





Write a report about an animal or plant in the rainforest.
Write a biography about a previously unknown tribe in the Amazon.
Write a discussion text about deforestation.
Write a poem about a plant or our local environment.

Useful Websites:
The websites suggested for our Amazon Adventure theme will also support
children’s Literacy.
http://www.worldoftales.com/South_American_folktales.html
http://www.poetry4kids.com/poems
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39

Maths
Objectives covered this term:
Decimals
 Read, write, order and compare numbers with up to three decimal places.
 Recognise and use thousandths and relate them to tenths, hundredths and
decimal equivalents.
 Round decimals with two decimal places to the nearest whole number and to one
decimal place.
 Solve problems involving number up to three decimal places.
 Multiply and divide whole numbers and those involving decimals by 10, 100 and
1000.
 Use all four operations to solve problems involving measure [for example, length,
mass, volume, money] using decimal notation, including scaling.
Percentages
 Recognise the per cent symbol (%) and understand that per cent relates to
‘number of parts per hundred’, and write percentages as a fraction with
denominator 100, and as a decimal.
 Solve problems which require knowing percentage and decimal equivalents of ½,
1/5, ¼ and those fractions with a denominator of a multiple of 10 or 25.
Angles
 Know angles are measured in degrees: estimate and compare acute, obtuse and
reflex angles.
 Draw given angles, and measure them in degrees (o)
 Identify: angles at a point and one whole turn (total 360o), angles at a point on a
straight line and ½ a turn (total 180o) other multiples of 90o
Shapes
 Identify 3D shapes, including cubes and other cuboids, from 2D representations.
 Use the properties of rectangles to deduce related facts and find missing lengths
and angles.
 Distinguish between regular and irregular polygons based on reasoning about
equal sides and angles.
Position and Direction
 Identify, describe and represent the position of a shape following a reflection or
translation, using the appropriate language, and know that the shape has not
changed.
Converting Units of Measure
 Convert between different units of metric measure (for example, km and m; cm
and m; cm and mm; g and kg; l and ml)
 Understand and use approximate equivalences between metric units and common
imperial units such as inches, pounds and pints.
 Solve problems involving converting between units of time.
Volume
 Estimate volume [for example using 1cm3 blocks to build cuboids (including
cubes)] and capacity [for example, using water]
 Use all four operations to solve problems involving measure

Problem solving objectives
Use all four operations to
solve problems involving
measure.

A tower is made of red and green cubes. For every 1 red
cube there are 2 green cubes. Each cube has a height of
2.5cm The tower is 30cm tall. How many green cubes are
in the tower?
A plank of wood is 5.8 m long. 175cm is cut off of the
wood and then 3 4/5 of a metre is cut off. How much
wood is left?
This grid is made up of squares. How many small squares
could fit inside?

Things to do at home:
Decimals and Percentages:
Ask your child to calculate discounts or split bills in shops and restaurants
Ask your child to do mental and written calculations involving money in real
life situations
Shape:
Go for a walk outside and hunt for different 3D shapes.
Give them the name of a 3D shape.
Start your stop watch. How long does it take them to find an object that is
that shape and bring it back to you?
Measure:
Make a ‘potion’ filled with a variety of different liquids.
Ask them to estimate how much of each liquid they are using whilst you also
estimate. Then measure the liquids. Who was the closest?
Spend time cooking and baking, giving your child the opportunity to
experience measure of volumes in real life situations.

Useful Websites:
www.nrich.maths.org.uk for more challenging problems and puzzles!
www.mathszone.co.uk many interactive maths games and activities.
https://www.timestables.co.uk/ for times table practice.

Science
Learning Overview:
Animals including humans

 To describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian,
an insect and a bird.
 To describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian,
an insect and a bird.
 To describe the changes as humans develop to old age.
 To identify similarities and differences between the life cycles of different
plants
 To explain how differences between plants enable them to survive in
different conditions

Things to do at home:
 Link with theme, look online and at non-fiction books to find out about
the life cycles of Amazonian animals.
 Grow pea or bean plants and then place them under different
conditions. Measure growth, observe changes write a conclusion.
 Identify plants in your environment. Label plants in your garden or
make a plant map.
 Compare the life cycles of different minibeasts.
 Make an observational drawing of an uprooted plant and label the
parts. Do all plants look the same?
 Why are plants important? Research conservation and produce a fact
based poster.

Useful Websites:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/science/
http://ngkids.co.uk/?utm_source=kids.nationalgeographic.com&utm_medi
um=redirect&utm_content=abt20141107_ro_kidsukredirect&utm_campai
gn=ng_kids_us

HOLMER GREEN JUNIOR SCHOOL VALUES
At Holmer Green Junior School we would like our values to be children’s virtues and to help
us achieve this vision we have a value that we focus on each month. These values can also
be found in the school planner. The three values that we will focus on this term are Tolerance,
Resilience and Generosity.
For the children to understand, and be inspired, we have a focus person who represents the
value as well as key behaviours that we hope the children will aim to achieve as we work with
the values and the steps to citizenship in school.
Please take time to develop your child’s vocabulary and understanding by discussing the
values at home and researching the inspirational person.

MAY
VALUE: THOUGHTFULNESS
STEP TO CITIZENSHIP: BE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR
INSPIRATIONAL PERSON: FIBONACCI

KEY INFORMATION ABOUT FIBONACCI

-An Italian mathematician from the Republic of Pisa.
-Showed thoughtfulness in the way he looked at the world around him and made
connections numbers to create number patterns and theories.
- He travelled around the world learning about maths and in 1202 wrote Liber
introduced the Hindu and Arabic Number system.

Abaci that

JUNE
VALUE: EMPATHY
STEP TO CITIZENSHIP: RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF OTHERS
INSPIRATIONAL PERSON: MARCUS RASHFORD
KEY INFORMATION ABOUT MARCUS RASHFORD

-Marcus Rashford MBE is an English professional footballer who plays as a forward for
Premier League club Manchester United and the England national team.
-He has started campaigns on issues of child food poverty and literacy in the UK.
-He has shown empathy in the way he wrote an open letter calling for the UK government to
end child poverty. Bowing to the building pressure, the government extended free school
meals for children during summer holidays.

JULY
VALUE: FRIENDSHIP
STEP TO CITIZENSHIP: WHAT I HAVE LEARNT AND MY AIMS AS A GOOD CITIZEN
INSPIRATIONAL PERSON: JOSEPHINE BAKER
KEY INFORMATION ABOUT JOSEPHINE BAKER

- Born in 1906 was an American-born French entertainer, activist, and French Resistance
agent.
-As a performer she refused to perform for segregated audiences in the United States and is
noted for her contributions to the Civil Rights Movement.
-Earlier this year she became the first black women to be buried at Paris’ Pantheon.

