YEAR 6
Summer Term
African Adventures

Useful information:
Welcome:
Our themed curriculum topic this term is
‘African Adventures’. The children will be
learning about this through a range of topics
and subject areas. Our themed curriculum
covers the History, Geography, Art and
Music aspects of the National Curriculum
with a focus on key English and Maths skills.
The theme of ‘African Adventures’ will focus
on developing children’s understanding of
the history and geography of Africa.
Children will also have the opportunity to
explore the Art and Music of the area.
Subjects including Science, Computing,
DT, RE, PSHCE and PE will continue to be
taught independently, although crosscurricular links will be made.
Our themed curriculum ensures that
children are taught the key skills and
knowledge from the National Curriculum. In
addition, it provides opportunities for pupils
to ask questions about what they would like
to know, enabling greater engagement in
the curriculum and opportunities to stretch
and enthuse our children.
Planned Educational Visits:
Government regulations permitting, our
annual residential trip to PGL will take
place from 27th June to 1st July.

PE:
This term, Cherry and Willow class will
have PE lessons on Tuesday and
Wednesday. Swimming lessons take
place on Wednesday.
On their PE day, children should come into
school wearing a tracksuit, white T-shirt,
green shorts and trainers. If your child
wears earrings, they will be expected to
remove them for PE. If they are unable to
do this, they should have them covered in
micropore tape before they come into
school.
Homework:
Our core homework is for children to practise
their reading, times tables and spellings on a
regular basis. Practice of these key skills
should be recorded in your child’s planner.
Homework is set on Seesaw on a Friday and
should be completed by Tuesday. They will
have a piece of Maths and English homework
each week.
Spellings will also be uploaded on a Friday
and tested the following Friday. These
spellings should be practised for 10 minutes
every day. There will also be two spelling
activities to complete each week. This
practice will consist of some rote learning
activities (practising the spellings multiple
times) and some work on learning the
meaning of the words such as writing them in
sentences.
Reading:
Reading is a key skill that we want all
children to develop. Please read with your
children regularly and record this in their
planner. It is important that fluent readers
have the chance to read and talk about
books with an adult. Please ask questions
that check whether your child understands
what they have read.

Communication:
If you have anything that you wish to talk to us about please approach us at the end of the
day or contact the school office if you would prefer to make an appointment.

Theme: African Adventures
Learning Overview:
By the end of the unit, the children will be able to:
 Identify Africa on a world map and label at least five African countries and
its surrounding seas and oceans
 Name five physical and human features in Africa and explain how the
distribution of physical features affects the lives of people living in Africa.
 Explain the transatlantic slave trade and identify reasons why it was
eventually abolished.
 Explore fair trade and discuss why this is important for African countries
 Represent an African creature using Tinga Tinga methods.
 Sing traditional African songs and chants and combine them with African
drumming techniques.

Educational Visits
Visit the ‘Africa’ room at the British Museum
Sample African cuisine in an African restaurant.
Explore African habitats at Woburn Safari Park.

Things to do at home:





Locate Africa on Google maps. Compare different locations – how does
the landscape vary? Locate major rivers and plot their course.
Write an African style song or chant.
Make an African inspired drum (eg a djembe) using junk modelling/
items from around the home.
Choose an African country to research. Find out about climate, population,
landscape, the history of the country etc.

Useful Websites:
https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/africa-facts.html
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/fair-trade
https://www.ducksters.com/geography/africa.php
http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/find_out/guides/2003/life_for_african_kids/news
id_2686000/2686903.stm

English
 GAPS revision
 Take One Book: ‘The Child’s Elephant’ (linked to Africa) to include
recounts, information texts and narrative pieces
 Take One Book (linked to ‘Wolves in the Walls’) to include informal
writing and newspaper reports

Books to Enjoy
 Journey to Jo’burg by Beverley Naidoo
 The Child’s Elephant by Rachel Campbell-Johnston
 The Boy Who Biked the World: On the Road to Africa by Alistair
Humphries
 Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela (abridged version by Chris
Van Wyk)
 African Myths and Folk Tales by Carter Godwin Woodson
 African Safari poems by Mary Creviere Turner

Things to do at home:
 Create a travel brochure for a country in Africa.
 Write a discussion text around the issue of poverty in Africa.
 Research poaching and start to produce a leaflet to inform someone of the
effects of poaching
 Write a biography of a famous African eg Nelson Mandela, Didier Drogba,
Haile Gebrselassie or Desmond Tutu.
 Research an issue in Africa, e.g. famine, and then write a poem in response
to it.

Useful Websites:
 The websites suggested for our African Adventures theme unit will also
support children’s English.
 http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2literacy.html
 www.firstnews.co.uk
 www.bbc.co.uk/newsround

Maths
Objectives covered this term:
Geometry – Properties of Shapes
 Draw 2D shapes using given dimensions and angles
 Compare and classify geometric shapes based on their properties and
sizes
 Find unknown angles in any triangles, quadrilaterals and regular polygons
 Recognise angles where they meet at a point, are on a straight line or are
vertically opposite, and find missing angles.
Algebra
 I can form an algebraic expression.
 I can use substitution when looking at algebraic expressions.
 I can solve simple one step equations.
 I can solve two step equations.
 I can find a pair of values to satisfy an equation with two unknowns.
Ratio
 Solve problems involving the relative sizes of two quantities where missing
values can be found by using integer multiplication and division facts.
 Solve problems involving similar shapes where the scale factor is known or
can be found.
 Solve problems involving unequal sharing and grouping using knowledge
of fractions and multiples.
Statistics
 I can read and interpret line graphs.
 I can draw line graphs.
 I can use line graphs to solve problems.
 I can understand the parts of a circle.
 I can read and interpret pie charts.
 I can understand pie chart which use percentages.
 I can draw a pie chart
 I can find the mean of a set of numbers.
Investigations and Problem Solving
 Team work skills (Water Aid charity project)
 Financial problem solving
 Strategies for working efficiently and systematically
 Real life problems

Things to do at home:
Scale it up
Take a recipe for 2 or 4 people and scale it up (or down) to cook for 6 or 3 or
1. Measure out the ingredients accurately.
Remainders
Draw a 6 x 6 grid like this and fill in numbers under 100.
82 33 60 11 73 22
65 12 74 23 98 51
60 11 73 22 65 12
28 93 51 37 94 57
66 38 19 67 76 41
85 86 29 68 58 20
Choose the 7, 8 or 9 times table. Take turns. Roll a dice.
Choose a number on the board, e.g. 59. Divide it by the tables number, e.g. 7.
If the remainder for 59 ÷ 7 is the same as the dice number, you can cover the
board number with a counter or coin.
The first to get three of their counters in a straight line wins!
Fours
Use exactly four 4s each time.
You can add, subtract, multiply or divide them. Can you make each number from 1
to 100?
Here are some ways of making the first two numbers. 1 = (4 + 4)/(4 + 4) 2 = 4/4 +
4/4

Useful Websites:
www.nrich.maths.org.uk for more challenging problems and puzzles!
www.mathszone.co.uk many interactive maths games and activities
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/maths/

Science
Learning Overview:
Electricity
 Use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram.
 Associate the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer with the
number and voltage of cells used in the circuit
 Compare and give reasons for variations in how components function,
including the brightness of bulbs, the loudness of buzzers and the on/off
position of switches

Evolution and Inheritance
 Recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide
information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago
 Recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but
normally offspring vary and are not identical to their parents
 Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in
different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution.

Things to do at home

 Create their own electrical circuits and test to see which items conduct
electricity.
 Research into renewable electricity e.g. solar panels.
 Find out about the work of paleontologists such as Mary Anning and about
how Charles Darwin and Alfred Wallace developed their ideas on evolution.

Useful Websites
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4_11/site/science.shtml
http://www.sciencenewsforkids.org/
https://bpes.bp.com/resources/list?ageGroup[]=3&topic[]=3

HOLMER GREEN JUNIOR SCHOOL VALUES
At Holmer Green Junior School we would like our values to be children’s virtues and to help us
achieve this vision we have a value that we focus on each month. These values can also be found
in the school planner. The three values that we will focus on this term are Tolerance, Resilience
and Generosity.
For the children to understand, and be inspired, we have a focus person who represents the value
as well as key behaviours that we hope the children will aim to achieve as we work with the values
and the steps to citizenship in school.
Please take time to develop your child’s vocabulary and understanding by discussing the values
at home and researching the inspirational person.

MAY
VALUE: THOUGHTFULNESS
STEP TO CITIZENSHIP: BE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR
INSPIRATIONAL PERSON: FIBONACCI
KEY INFORMATION ABOUT FIBONACCI

-An Italian mathematician from the Republic of Pisa.
-Showed thoughtfulness in the way he looked at the world around him and made
connections numbers to create number patterns and theories.
- He travelled around the world learning about maths and in 1202 wrote Liber
introduced the Hindu and Arabic Number system.

Abaci that

JUNE
VALUE: EMPATHY
STEP TO CITIZENSHIP: RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF OTHERS
INSPIRATIONAL PERSON: MARCUS RASHFORD
KEY INFORMATION ABOUT MARCUS RASHFORD

-Marcus Rashford MBE is an English professional footballer who plays as a forward for Premier
League club Manchester United and the England national team.
-He has started campaigns on issues of child food poverty and literacy in the UK.
-He has shown empathy in the way he wrote an open letter calling for the UK government to end
child poverty. Bowing to the building pressure, the government extended free school meals for
children during summer holidays.

JULY
VALUE: FRIENDSHIP
STEP TO CITIZENSHIP: WHAT I HAVE LEARNT AND MY AIMS AS A GOOD CITIZEN
INSPIRATIONAL PERSON: JOSEPHINE BAKER
KEY INFORMATION ABOUT JOSEPHINE BAKER

- Born in 1906 was an American-born French entertainer, activist, and French Resistance agent.
-As a performer she refused to perform for segregated audiences in the United States and is
noted for her contributions to the Civil Rights Movement.
-Earlier this year she became the first black women to be buried at Paris’ Pantheon.

